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Public  Health  Department, 

6  Queen  Street, 

N  ewcastle-under-Lyme, 
Staffs. 

June,  1957. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1956  which  has  been  compiled  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  19/56. 

Once  again  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population 
of  the  Borough  shows  an  increase  by  940  over  the  previous  year’s 
figure  of  72,220.  This  slow  but  steady  increase  has  been  evident 
each  year  since  the  census  in  1951  when  the  figure  was  70,036. 

As  in  previous  years  I  would  draw  attention  to  the  “  Causes 
of  Death  ”  given  in  Table  1.  I  do  this  not  only  to  pin-point  some 
diseases  but  also  to  afford,  in  these  cases,  the  opportunity  of  com¬ 
paring  the  1956  figures  with  those  for  the  previous  year. 

One  of  the  greatest  increases  in  the  “  Causes  of  Death  ”  is 
shown  under  “  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ”  which  this  year 
totals  42  compared  with  a  total  of  20  in  1955.  a  Other  Malignant  & 
Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ”  shows  a  marked  increase  also,  from  64  in 
the  previous  year,  to  87  for  the  year  now  under  review. 

The  increase  in  deaths  from  “  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,” 
“  Coronary  Disease  ”  and  “  Heart  Disease  ”  noted  for  the  past  few 
years  has  been  maintained,  the  figures  for  1956  being  126,  115,  and 
32  respectively  compared  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1955 
of  92,  103,  and  20. 

Two  important  additions  to  statutory  powers  were  introduced 
during  1956.  On  1st  January  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
1955  became  operative.  By  these  regulations  the  Local  Authority  is 
given  power  to  improve  the  hygienic  preparation,  storage  and 
conveyance  of  foods.  Much  had  previously  been  done  towards  this 
end  by  the  co-operation  of  food  retailers  and  wholesalers  but  it  is 
ahvays  an  advantage  to  have  the  power  available  to  support  the 
authority  in  proceeding  against  the  unco-operative. 

On  31st  December  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  came  into  operation 
and  it  is  hoped  that  by  the  application  of  the  powers  contained  in 
this  Act  at  least  some  progress  can  be  made  towards  the  elimination 
of  existing  atmospheric  pollution.  Although  this  Act  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  it  is  felt  by  many  that  even  wider  powers  might 
have  been  conferred  on  the  Local  Authority,  for  recent  medical 
research  has  proved  beyond  all  doubt  that  the  polluted  atmosphere 
of  our  industrial  areas  plays  an  important  part  in  the  causation  of 
respiratory  and  other  diseases. 
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As  will  be  seen  in  the  body  of  the  report,  the  slum  clearance 
programme  of  the  Council  has  been  energetically  carried  on  during 
the  year.  As  you  will  be  aware  a  “  five  year  programme  ”  was 
evolved  to  deal  with  the  more  outstanding  areas  requiring  clearance 
in  order  of  priority  and  it  is,  I  consider,  worthy  of  note  that,  to 
date,  the  progress  made  is  ahead  of  our  expectations.  This  achieve¬ 
ment  is  even  more  praise-worthy  when  it  is  realised  that  at  the  end 
of  the  year  3  vacancies  for  Public  Health  Inspectors  existed  in  the 
Department. 

In  August,  1956,  it  was  decided  that  in  future  “  Sanitary 
Inspectors  ”  should  be  known  as  u  Public  Health  Inspectors.  In  my 
opinion  this  change  in  designation  is  a  significant  and  welcome  one, 
for  the  new  title  is  not  only  more  appropriate,  but  emphasizes  the 
fact  that  these  important  officers  are  really  part  of  the  Public  Health 
Department.  Under  the  modern  concept  of  preventive  medicine  it  is 
essential  that  this  Department  should  work  as  a  single  unit.  A  large 
part  of  the  work  “  in  the  field  ”  must  be  done  by  the^  Public  Health 
Inspectorate,  and,  for  this  reason,  it  is  essential  tnat  the  fullest 
co-operation  must  exist  between  these  efficient  and  willing  members 
of  the  staff  of  the  Department,  and  the  other  members  of  the  team 
along  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

As  was  mentioned  in  my  introduction  to  the  report  for  1955? 
great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  cleaners  for  the 
Borough  Mortuary.  Accordingly,  arrangements  had  to  be  made  for 
all  cases  required  by  the  Coroner  to  have  post-mortem  examin¬ 
ations  to  be  accommodated  at  the  mortuary  attached  to  the  City 
General  Hospital.  It  is,  I  consider,  most  unfortunate  that  this 
scheme  should  have  to  continue  when  the  Borough  have  a  well- 
equipped  and  designed  mortuary  of  their  own.  It  would  appear, 
however,  that  the  cleaning  difficulty  is,  under  present  conditions, 
insurmountable.  It  may  be  worthwhile  considering  whether  a  part- 
time  attendant  for  our  mortuary  could  be  employed  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  City  General  Plospital 
Mortuary  for  post-mortem  examination  during  1956  was  69  com¬ 
pared  with  only  38  in  the  previous  year. 

I  would  like  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  continued 
interest  of  members  of  the  Council  in  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  staff  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment  for  their  loyal  co-operation  during  the  year  and  to  my 
colleagues  in  other  Departments  who  have  been  helpful  at  all  times. 


I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
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Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WARRACK. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


Area 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  8,882  acres. 


Population,  etc. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  1956 
is  73,160. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1956  was 
23,701. 


Rateable  Value,  etc. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  is  £733,647  and  one 
penny  rate  in  the  £  (General  Rate)  produces  £1,468. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Rate 

England 
&  Wales 

Live  Births — 

1217 

606 

611 

16-63 

15-7 

|  per  1,000 

Legitimate 

1174 

585 

589 

— 

*  estimated 

Illegitimate 

43 

21 

22 

— 

population 

Stillbirths 

36 

15 

21 

28-73 

23-0  j 

per  1,000 
total  live  and 

still-births 

Deaths 

824 

446 

378 

11-26 

11-7  j 

per  1,000 
estimated 

1 

population 

Deaths  and  death-rates  from  puerperal  causes  : — 


Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Deaths 

2 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  live  and 
still-births 

1*59 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under 

1  year  of 

age  per  1,000  live  births 

Male 

Female 

Rate 

England 
&  Wales 

Total 

12 

13 

20-54 

23-8 

Legitimate 

12 

12 

19-72 

— 

Illegitimate  .  . 

— ■ 

1 

•82 

— 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  and 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN 
NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  during  1956  tio  person  was  found 
to  require  removal  under  the  powers  contained  in  the  above  Acts. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  50. 

BURIAL  OF  DESTITUTE  PERSONS. 

This  Section  of  the  Act  enables  a  local  authority  to  arrange  for 
the  burial  or  cremation  of  “  the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died  or 
been  found  dead  in  their  area,  in  any  case  where  it  appears  to  the 
authority  that  no  suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body 
have  been  or  are  being  made.” 

During  the  year  the  body  of  1  destitute  person  has  been  buried 
and  the  cost  borne  by  the  Council. 


Post-Mortem  Examinations. 

During  1956,  69  bodies  were  removed  to  the  City  General 
Hospital  Mortuary  on  the  instructions  of  the  Borough  Coroner  and 
in  66  cases  post-mortems  were  carried  out. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Specimens  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Milk  and 
Cream  Regulations  are  examined  by  the  County  Analyst  at  Stafford. 
Bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  at  Martin  Street,  Stafford.  The 
number  of  specimens  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  has 
continued  on  a  high  level  owing  to  the  protracted  sonne  dysentery 
infection  prevalent  within  the  Borough  during  the  year.  Results  of 
the  examinations  of  the  samples  and  specimens  investigated  during 
the  year  are  given  in  the  appropriate  sections. 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATION 

FOR  SUPERANNUATION  AND  SICK  PAY  PURPOSES. 


During  19565  75  Corporation  Employees  were  medically 
examined  for  fitness  for  admission  to  the  Corporation  Super¬ 
annuation  Scheme.  The  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the 
medical  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 


Arrangements  were  made  with  one  of  the  local  General 
Practitioners  for  19  employees  to  be  medically  examined  for  suit¬ 
ability  for  inclusion  in  the  Corporation’s  Sick  Pay  Scheme. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  numbers  of  employees 
and  staff  examined  and  the  Departments  concerned  : — 


Department 

Superannuation 

Scheme 

Sick  Pa 
Schem 

y 

e 

Total 

Passed 

Failed 

Total 

Passed 

Failed 

Borough  Surveyors 

40 

32 

8 

11 

9 

2 

Borough  Treasurers 

3 

3 

- - 

2 

2 

— 

Cemeteries 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

_ _ 

Cleansing 

12 

10 

2 

— 

— 

Estate  Office 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

.. 

Libraries 

— 

— 

— — 

2 

2 

. 

Parks 

14 

8 

6 

3 

3 

_ _ 

Public  Baths 

— 

— 

— — 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

Public  Health 

1 

1 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

, 

Town  Clerks 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

. 

Weights  and  Measures 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


A  record  on  the  rainfall  and  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere 
is  kept  at  three  sites  within  the  Borough.  The  following  shows  the 
rainfall  and  pollution  at  each  station 


MONTH 

Rainfall 

in 

inches 

Total  solids 
in  tons  per 

square  mile 

1 

SC 
mg/da 
SQ*  c 

>3 

v/ 100 
;ms. 

PITFIELD  HOUSE  : 

1955 

1956 

1955 

1956 

1955 

1956 

January 

February 

March 

2-88 

4-69 

1518 

28-04 

2- 57 

2-29 

1-81 

0-79 

20-88 

10-61 

2-86 

2-73 

2-67 

1-93 

34-37 

17-56 

2-52 

2-62 

April  .  . 

Mav 

1-77 

1-22 

12-64 

1234 

1-31 

1-88 

3-27 

0-87 

15-94 

25-54 

1-33 

0-89 

Tune  .  . 

July . 

August 

3-69 

3-62 

18-39 

29-52 

1-10 

0-88 

0-59 

4-81 

5-05 

31-07 

1-00 

1-02 

1-46 

5-99 

22-44 

16-58 

0  79 

1-53 

September 

October 

2-09 

1-85 

2-21 

2-36 

28-59 

13-62 

9-20 

22-99 

0-71 

1-15 

1-20 

1-59 

November 

1-97 

P50 

14-45 

10-47 

2-49 

2-38 

December 

2'72 

3T9 

20-81 

11-61 

1-94 

3-08 

1956  Average 

1955  Average 

2-77 

2-23 

18- 

18- 

79 

53 

1-84 

1-65 

1954  Average 

1953  Average 

1952  Average 

3- 

2-^ 

2-< 

74 

16 

32 

16- 

14- 

16- 

35 

13 

86 

1 

1- 

1- 

o 

39 

21 

ROE  LANE  : 

January 

February 

March 

2-46 

4T0 

10-78 

16-24 

1-88 

1  83 

T65 

0-47 

6-14 

8-73 

2-48 

3-27 

2-45 

2-01 

21-55 

10-42 

2-79 

2-55 

April  .  . 

May 

Tune 

July . 

August 

September 

October 

1-69 

0-83 

8-50 

10-12 

1-02 

1-53 

339 

0  83 

10-22 

6-70 

0-78 

0-69 

3-59 

0-55 

3- 27 

4- 93 

13-91 

3-82 

16-50 

23-67 

0-86 

1-19 

1-67 

0-79 

1*34 

564 

8-83 

14-01 

1-06 

0-50 

2-84 

1-85 

2-05 

1-93 

14-64 

9-57 

8-80 

11-82 

0-60 

1-14 

0-96 

1-47 

November 

1-89 

1-30 

9-06 

7-47 

2-14 

2-97 

December 

2-17 

3-07 

10-32 

9-33 

1-75 

1  -08 

1956  Average 

1955  Average 

1954  Average 

1953  Average 

1952  Average 

2- 54 

2T6 

3- 47 

2-36 

2-63 

11-98 

10-61 

12.00 

9-11 

9-08 

1-61 

1-47 

1-08 

0-85 

0-92 
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MONTH 

Rainfall 

in 

inches 

Total  solids 
in  tons  per 
square  mile 

I 

SO3 

mg/day/100 

SQ.  CMS. 

CHESTERTON  : 

1955 

1956 

1955 

1956 

1955 

1956 

January 

2*47 

4-06 

15T6 

21-18 

3-37 

3-55 

February 

1-77 

0-43 

11-08 

8-16 

3-49 

4-41 

March 

242 

1-69 

16-74 

18-60 

3-23 

3-36 

April  .  . 

1*46 

1T4 

13-32 

18-73 

2  06 

2-43 

May  .  . 

2-88 

0-91 

15  60 

13-77 

1  62 

1-79 

June . 

3-36 

2-21 

2319 

16-90 

1-22 

1-95 

July . 

0-67 

4-29 

13-26 

21-78 

1-15 

1-55 

August 

T06 

5-36 

19-38 

21-39 

0-94 

1-27 

September 

2-64 

2-05 

14-86 

18-02 

1-35 

1-66 

October 

1°58 

2-17 

10-13 

14-18 

2-19 

2-75 

November 

2-01 

1-26 

13-36 

14-93 

3  88 

1-92 

December 

2-36 

2-72 

20-36 

16-83 

3-45 

3-56 

1956  Average 

2-36 

17-04 

2-52 

1955  Average 

2-06 

15-54 

2-33 

1954  Average 

340 

1510 

1-83 

1953  Average  .  .  .  .  | 

2-23 

13-56 

1-29 

1952  Average  .  .  .  . ; 

2-45 

19-26 

1-48 

Complaints  of  the  emission  of  smoke  and  smell  from  burning 
spoilbanks  at  Silverdale  has  been  the  subject  of  joint  investigation 
by  the  Alkali  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  this  Depart¬ 
ment. 


One  complaint  in  connection  with  a  footrail  colliery  has  been 
completely  eliminated  and  the  other  at  the  National  Coal  Board, 
Kents  Lane  Colliery,  has  been  improved  by  the  more  efficient  use 
of  the  watering  methods  already  employed. 

A  certain  amount  of  nuisance  from  smoke  still  exists  at  both 
the  Silverdale  and  Holditch  Collieries,  mainly  from  the  hand-fired 
boiler  still  in  use  at  each  colliery. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  following  information  on  water  supply  has  been  supplied 
to  me  by  (i)  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  by  (2)  the 
Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Staffordshire  Potteries  Water  Board. 

(1)  “  The  whole  of  the  area  is  served  by  a  piped  supply  on  the 

constant  system  through  the  Staffordshire  Potteries  Water  Board, 
the  Borough  Council  being  a  constituent  authority  of  that  Board. 
Thirteen  outlying  isolated  houses  and  farm  premises  derived  their 
water  supplies  from  wells  and  springs,  and  in  three  instances  where 
water  is  not  reasonably  accessible,  the  houses  involved  are  included 
in  the  five  year  housing  clearance  programme. 
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Samples  of  drinking  water  were  examined  with  the  following 
results  : — 

2  Samples  of  Staffordshire  Potteries  Water  Board  : 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological — Satisfactory. 

(2)  “  The  water  supplied  by  the  Board  to  the  Newcastle 

Borough  area  is  derived  from  two  sources,  being  deep  wells  and 
boreholes  sunk  in  the  New  Red  Sandstone.  All  the  water  is  treated 
with  chlorine,  being  chloramination  at  both  sources. 

“  During  1956  bacteriological  examinations  on  146  samples 
were  made,  of  which  68  were  of  untreated  waters  at  the  sources,  and 
78  of  the  chloraminated  water  going  into  supply.  All  were  of  the 
highest  purity  and  100%  free  from  Faecal  coli  organisms.  19 
Chemical  samples  were  analysed,  showing  moderate  mineral  and 
saline  content,  neutral  reaction  and  an  absence  of  metals.  The  water 
is  also  of  moderate  hardness  ;  it  is  not  softened,  nor  is  it  plumbo- 
solvent. 

I  All  the  waters  in  supply  were  certified  by  the  Board’s  chemist 

as  conforming  to  the  highest  standards  of  bacterial  purity  and 
organic  quality,  indicative  of  a  water  pure,  wholesome,  and  suitable 
for  purposes  of  public  and  domestic  supply. 

The  consumption  of  water  for  domestic  purposes,  unmetered 
trade  and  waste  in  the  whole  of  the  Board  s  area  of  supply  for  the 
year  1956  averaged  28-41  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  reported  to  me  as 
follows  : — 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  sewered,  one  portion  on  the 
combined  system,  the  remainder  having  a  separate  system  for  surface 
water.  Portions  of  the  area  as  yet  unsewered  include  (a)  Audley  Road 
(part)  and  Springwood,  (b)  High  Lane  and  Black  Bank,  (c)  Ravens- 
dale  and  (d)  Seabridge. 

During  the  year  836  yards  of  new  sewers  were  laid.  Two 
hundred  and  seventeen  inspections  regarding  sewers,  street  gullies, 
etc.,  were  made  and  nineteen  nuisances  in  connection  with  com¬ 
plaints  were  abated. 

1 1 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


Control  of  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Trent  River  Board  and  complaints  of  pollution,  after  a 
preliminary  survey,  are  referred  to  the  Board  for  their  attention.  It 
appears  that  where  a  water  course  passes  through  industrial  areas 
it  is  inevitable  that  it  picks  up  some  pollution  from  industrial  wraste, 
and  this  is  the  case  in  both  the  Lyme  and  Fowlea  Brooks.  The  Chief 
Pollution  and  Fisheries  Officer  of  the  Board  is  giving  his  attention 
to  the  Fowlea  Brook,  Longbridge  Hayes,  which  receives  discharges 
of  a  complicated  nature  from  chemical  works.  A  particular  problem 
is  from  a  froth  which  has  been  so  much  seen  on  rivers  in  recent 
years,  and  at  present  is  being  studied  by  a  special  committee. 

Thirty-one  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

During  the  year  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  two 
swimming  baths  in  use  in  the  Borough.  The  results  are  as  follows  : — 

High  School  Bath— 3  Bacteriological— all  satisfactory. 

„  „  „  — 3  Free  Chlorine— 2  satisfactory. 

—1  unsatisfactory. 

King's  Memorial  Bath — 4  Bacteriological— 3  satisfactory. 

—1  unsatisfactory. 

„  „  —4  Free  Chlorine  —3  satisfactory. 

- — 1  unsatisfactory. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Record  of  Inspections  and  Results. 


1 

Inspections  made 
with  respect  to  : 

No  of 

Inspections 

Nuisances 
or  defects 
reported 

Re-visits 
made  re 
abatement 

Nuisances 
or  defects 
remedied 

Public  Health  Acts — 

Housing 

314 

711 

592 

674 

Other  Nuisances 

197 

161 

193 

138 

Water  Supply 

131 

62 

44 

27 

Overcrowding 

6 

83 

Drains — Inspected  .  . 

437 

193 

73 

Tested 

170 

— 

26 

■ 

Sewers,  Street  Gullies,  etc.  . 

206 

12 

11 

12 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

80 

6 

33 

5 

Ashes  Accommodation 

1865 

2249 

_ 

9 

2249 

Accumulations 

76 

12 

7 

Swine,  Fowl  or  other  Animals 

19 

6 

8 

4 

Rivers  Pollutions  Acts 

31 

22 

2 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestations 

260 

25 

7 

(Visits  by  Inspectors) 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

7 

— 

2 

— - 

Other  visits  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  t949 

Verminous  Conditions  ...  •  ••  207 

Disinfection  ...  ...  •••  11 

Schools,  Public  Buildings,  Cinemas,  etc.  77 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  2230 

Interviews — owners  and  tradesmen  ...  966 


Notices  served  and  complied  with 


Notices  served 


Prelim 


Statutory 


Notices  complied  with 


Prelim. 


Statutory 


Public  Health  Acts — 
Housing  Defects 
Nuisances 
Smoke  Nuisance 
Housing  Acts 
Factories  Acts 
Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Bye-Laws  and  Local  Acts  .  . 
Shops  Acts 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949 
Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1950.  . 


192 

99 

1 

3 

13 


6 


23 

8 

1 

2 


177 

81 


21 

7 


6 

16 

2 


3 


1 
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Inspection  of  Factories. 


(a)  Inspections. 


Number 

on 

Register 

] 

STumber  o 

f 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu¬ 

piers’ 

Pro¬ 

secuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities  .  . 

51 

52 

2 

Factories  not  included  above  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

198 

136 

5 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) .  . 

29 

37 

— 

_ _ 

Total 

278 

225 

7 

— - 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  : — 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Re¬ 

medied 

Ref( 
to  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

jrred 
by  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  .  . 

6 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— - 

— 

— 7— 

- - 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

• - - 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)- 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

5 

— 

1 

- - 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

Total 

16 

17 

2 

— 

(c)  Outworkers’  premises. 


Business  carried  on 

No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  Visits 

Making  of  Wearing  Apparel  .  . 

16 

9 

Furniture  and  Upholstery 

2 

1 

Plastics  (make-up) 

24 

6 

Watch  Repairs  .  . 

1 

2 

Total 

43 

18 

14 


HOUSING. 


Housing  Census  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the 

Borough  ...  ...  •••  23?701 

(2)  Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the 

year  : — 

(a)  by  Private  Enterprise  135  j 

f  496 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  361  ) 

The  principal  work  done  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  can  be 
summarised  as  follows  : — 


Part  5  Clearance  Areas. 

Eleven  areas  were  represented  involving  a  total  of  397  houses 
and  necessitating  1,545  visits. 

The  following  twelve  areas  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  : 


AREA 


Bow  Street,  Area  No.  85,  C.P.O. 

Church  View,  Longbridge  Hayes, 
Area  No.  86,  C.O. 

Rose  Vale,  Chesterton,  Area  No.  89, 
C.P.O. 

Lyme  Street,  Area  No.  90,  C.P.O. 

Hall  Street,  Area  No.  91,  C.P.O. 

Shutt  Lane,  Chesterton, 

Area  No.  93,  C.P.O. 

Ravensdale  Terrace,  Chatterley, 

Area  No.  94,  C.O. 

Upper  Green  (No.  3  Area), 

Area  No.  95,  C.P.O. 

Garden  Street,  (No.  1),  Area  No.  96, 
C.P.O. 

Garden  Street  (No.  2),  Area  No.  97, 
C.P.O. 

High  Street,  Chesterton  (No.  1), 

Area  No.  98,  C.P.O. 

High  Street,  Chesterton  (No.  2), 
Area  No.  99,  C.P.O. 


No.  of  Houses 
involved 

No.  of 
Families 

No.  of 
Persons 

12 

9 

26 

6 

6 

20 

13 

13 

34 

8 

8 

21 

21 

22 

72 

4 

4 

11 

14 

15 

42 

44 

46 

124 

49 

48 

125 

5 

6 

16 

30 

32 

84 

6 

6 

17 

212 

215 

592 

Part  II. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  ...  •  ••  •••  212 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  353 

(c)  Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in 

which  defects  were  remedied 

1 5 


215 


In  addition  20  individual  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  as 
follows  : — 

Section  n,  1936  —  Demolition  Orders— 8 
Section  12,  1936  Parts  of  a  building  closed—  1 

Section  10  Local  Government 

(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953  - —  Closing  Order— 11 


Housing  Act,  1936—PaFt  IV— Overcrowding. 

The  estimated  number  of  cases  recorded  as  legally  over¬ 
crowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  7. 

In  the  absence  of  a  census  it  is  impossible  accurately  to  assess 
the  present  position  with  regard  to  overcrowding.  Three  new  cases 
brought  to  notice  were  recorded  and  sixty  removed  from  the  register. 


Housing  Act,  1949?  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 
Improvement  Grants. 

1 01  applications  for  grant  for  improvements  and  conversions 
have  been  received  and  in  87  cases  it  has  been  recommended  that 
they  are  suitable  for  consideration  for  grant. 

Expenditure  ranking  for  grant  approved  during  the  year  on 
63  applications  ...  ...  ...  £8,812  o  o 

Expenditure  ranking  for  grant  on  29  applications  completed 
during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  £4,396  2  2 

Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

1  Certificate  of  Disrepair  and  5  Revocation  of  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  have  been  issued. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Much  has  been  achieved  over  the  past  ten  years,  particularly  in 
improved  structural  standards,  by  mutual  co-operation  between  the 
officials  and  the  traders,  and  it  is  hoped  that  any  further  require¬ 
ments  will  be  accepted  as  necessary  in  the  interests  of  food  hygiene 
without  having  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  to  enforce  the  pro¬ 
visions. 

The  Regulations  will  enable  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  with 
the  full  assistance  of  the  traders  and  food  handlers,  to  achieve  a 
high  standard  of  hygiene. 


Record  of  Inspections  and  Results. 


Inspections 

Re- 

Inspections 

Nuisances  or  defects 

Found 

Abated 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

54 

5 

2 

2 

Ice  Cream  Premises  .  . 

55 

4 

3 

3 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  . 

179 

11 

64 

84 

Bakehouses  .  . 

28 

12 

4 

3 

Slaughterhouses 

313 

— 

1 

1 

Butchers’  Shops 

70 

6 

9 

7 

General  Food  Premises 

377 

17 

16 

66 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections.  . 

444 

— 

— 

— 

Market  Inspections  .  . 

478 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms  in  the  Borough  ...  32 

Producers  of  graded  milk  ...  ...  •••  12 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  milk  ...  ...  230 

(a)  Resident  ...  ...  •••  2I4 

(b)  Non-Resident  ...  ...  •••  *6 

Of  the  resident  purveyors,  180  retail  sterilised  bottled  milk 

only. 

Number  of  Dairy  Milkshops  ...  ...  •••  *3 

Fifty  retail  purveyors  hold  licences  for  the  sale  of  graded  milk. 

The  following  licences  in  connection  with  such  grades  were  issued 
during  the  year — 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  •••  43 

Pasteurised  ...  •••  •••  5° 


Four  bottling  licences  were  issued  during  the  year — 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  •••  2 

Pasteurised  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  2 

Two  premises  are  licensed  as  pasteurising  plants. 

Number  of  Ice  Cream  premises  registered  under  Private  Act- 
Sale  only  ...  •••  I75  l 

Manufacture  and  Sale  ...  10  J 
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Bacteriological  Samples. 


No. 

No.  failed 

Type 

Submitted 

Cleanliness 

Test 

Milk: 

Heat  Treated 

*52 

— 

Ice  Cream  and  Lollipops 

14 

— — 

*  All  samples  passed  Heat-treatment  Test 


Other  articles  examined  in 
etc.  : — 

Article 

Danish  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Chocolate  Biscuits 
Dirty  Milk  Bottle 
Roast  Pork 

Chinese  Dried  Egg  (7  samples) 


connection  with  food .  inspection. 

Purpose  of  Examination 

Presence  of  tin  contamination  and 
pathogenic  organisms. 

Rancidity. 

Presence  of  dirt 

Suspected  food  poisoning. 

Presence  of  pathogenic  organisms. 


In  connection  with  the  pork  luncheon  meat  this  involved  a 
consignment  of  3,130  tins. 

Complaints  had  been  received  from  purchasers  that  the  meat 
tasted  bitter  and  on  examination,  whilst  the  outside  of  the  tins 
appeared  in  perfect  condition,  there  was  some  degree  of  corrosion 
on  the  inside 

An  analysis  showed  that,  whilst  the  amount  of  tin  in  the  overall 
content  was  not  excessive,  that  found  in  the  surface  layers  (630  parts 
per  million)  was  well  above  the  maximum  limit.  The  importers  also 
had  an  analysis  made  with  the  same  results  and  they  surrendered 
the  whole  of  the  consignment. 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

All  meat  condemned  by  the  Food  Inspectors  is  stained  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  recommendations  and  disposed  of 
either  by  the  Local  Authority  by  incineration  in  the  case  of  small 
quantities  or  where  whole  carcases  are  involved  through  approved 
collectors. 

With  regard  to  other  foods  (tinned  goods,  etc.,)  these  are 
incinerated  or  buried  at  the  Council’s  controlled  tip. 
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(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Number  of  butchers’  shops  registered  under 

Private  Act  (including  Market  Stalls)  ...  69 

Number  of  Preserved  Food  preparing  premises 

registered  (including  Fish  Fryers,  34)  ...  77 

Number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  3 

The  number  of  men  licensed  to  slaughter  animals  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  is  14. 

Fatstock  Guarantee  Scheme. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  act  as  Certification  Officers  for 
the  Ministry  of  Food  Fatstock  Marketing  Division  at  the  slaughter¬ 
house  at  Mitchells  Wood  Farm,  Red  Street,  licensed  as  a  Dead¬ 
weight  Certification  Centre  for  this  district. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 
in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

exclud’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed  (if  known)  .  . 

219 

72 

14 

915 

295 

— 

Number  Inspected  .  . 

219 

72 

14 

915 

295 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned .  . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci 

1 

___ 

_ 

— 

— 

78 

38 

1 

104 

47 

— 

35.6 

54.1 

7.1 

11.3 

15.9 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned .  . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

35 

— 

— 

18 

— 

21.0 

48.7 

— 

— 

6.1 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned... 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  weight  condemned.  1  Ton,  18  Cwt,  32  lbs. 
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Surrenders  of  Other  Food 


Cooked  Meats  and  Sausages 

Bacon  and  Ham 

Wet  Fish 

Cheese 

Butter 

Pickles  and  Sauces 
Preserves 
Dried  Fruits 
Tinned  Meat 
Tinned  Fish 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Milk 
Tinned  Soup 
Tinned  Fruit 
Potatoes 
Meat  Paste 
Imported  Turkeys 
Tea 

Cakes,  etc. 

Cereals 


lbs. 

162 

386 

213 

120 


3 

2 


35 

162 

1318 

168 

948 

504 

197 

4439 

3826 


3 


631 


2 


142 

9 


Total  13270 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  —  108. 


Milk  ...  ...  70 

Margarine  ...  ...  2 

Butter  ...  ...  1 

Indian  Brandee  ...  1 

Self  Raising  Flour  ...  1 

Malt  Vinegar  ...  1 

Crab  Meat  ...  ...  1 

Table  Jelly  ...  ...  1 

Meat  Paste  (Chick.  &  Ham)  1 
Ground  Nutmeg  ...  1 

Minced  Pork  1 

Lard  ...  . . .  1 

Jam  ...  ...  1 

Baking  Powder  .  1 

Bicarb,  of  Soda  ...  1 

Aspirin  Tablets  ...  1 

Children’s  Aspirins  ...  1 


Blancmange  Powder  ...  1 

Sauces  ...  ...  2 

Essence  Coffee  &  Chicory  1 

Force-Meat  Stuffing  ...  1 

Tomato  ...  ...  1 

Meat  Pudding  ...  1 

Marzipan  ...  ...  1 

Beef  Broth  ...  ...  1 

White  Pepper  ...  1 

Salad  Cream  ...  1 

Fruit  Pudding  ...  2 

Oranges  ...  ...  1 

Horse  Radish  Sauce  ...  1 

Milk  of  Magnesia  ...  1 

Cough  Syrup  ...  1 

Cascara  Sagrada  Tablets  1 


Indigestion  &  Stomach  Mixture  3 
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Observations. 


Five  samples  were  adversely  reported  upon  by  the  Public 
Analyst. 


Sample 

No. 

Description 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

Ill 

Informal 
Indigestion 
and  Stomach 
Mixture 

100%  deficient  of 
morphine  hydrochloride 

120 

Informal 
Indigestion 
and  Stomach 
Mixture 

Contains  not  more  than 
1/1 0th  of  the  amount  of 
morphine  hydrochloride 
claimed  to  be  present. 

Follow-up  sample 
to  No.  111. 

121 

Formal 
Indigestion 
and  Stomach 
Mixture 

Sample  deficient  of  its 
stated  amount  of  mor¬ 
phine  hydrochloride  by 
at  least  20  milligrammes 
per  100  millilitres. 

Formal  follow-up  sample 
to  Nos.  Ill  and  120. 

Error  in  labelling  which 
overstated  content  of 
morphine.Warning  issued 
to  retail  chemist. 
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Informal 

Indian 

Brandee 

Contains  nearly  50%  more 
sugars  and  50%  less 
rectified  spirits  than 

indicated  on  the  label. 

Sample  of  old  stock  and 
one  remaining  bottle 
destroyed.  Firm  warned. 

174 

Informal 

Ground 

Nutmeg 

Contains  only  P5% 

volatile  oil  instead  of  at 
least  2% 

Sample  of  old  stock  and 
one  remaining  tin  with¬ 
drawn  from  sale.  Firm 
warned. 

All  the  milk  samples  were  reported  by  the  Analyst  to  be  free 
from  preservative  and  artificial  colouring  matter. 

Number  of  approved  premises — 

Wholesale  Dealers  in  Margarine  ...  6 


The  Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 
Regulations,  1951. 

Two  premises  were  registered  under  the  above  Act  during  the 

year. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Number  of  registered  houses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  —  2. 


These  provided  the  following  accommodation  : — 

13  Lower  Street,  Newcastle  ...  39  beds  (males) 

71/73  Lower  Street,  Newcastle  ...  16  beds  (males) 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  22 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Number  of  Vans  existing  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

(a)  1  Permanent  Site  ...  ...  ...  22 

(b)  17  Other  Sites  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  vans,  etc.,  in  possession  of  owner- 

occupiers  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  vans,  etc.,  known  to  be  overcrowded  4 

Number  of  vans,  etc.,  unfit  for  habitation  5 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  ...  373 

Nuisances  or  defects  found  ...  .  .  1 1 

Nuisances  or  defects  remedied  9 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Number  of  recorded  observations  made  . . .  33 

Number  of  notices  served  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  ...  .  1 

Premises  visited  following  observations  ...  22 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Particulars  of  action  taken  is  as  follows  : — 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 
Particulars  of  action  taken  is  as  follows  : — 


COUNC] 

f 

[L  Houses 

Private  Houses 

Dis-Infested 

Dis-Infested 

Inspec- 

Infes- 

Other 

Inspec- 

Infes- 

Other 

tions 

ted 

HCN 

Insecticides 

tions 

ted 

HCN 

Insecticides 

71 

5 

— 

5 

71 

4 

— 

4 

Shop  Sanitation 

Number  of  sanitary  visits  made  to  shops  22 

Number  of  nuisances  or  defects  found  6 

Number  of  nuisances  or  defects  remedied  ...  4 

Offensive  Trades. 

Number  recorded  as  being  within  the  Borough  15 

Fat  Melters,  etc.  .  6 

Tripe  Boilers  ...  6 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  2 

Bone  Boiler  ...  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  new  offensive  trades  established  . . .  Nil 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  22 

Nuisances  or  defects  found  ...  ...  4 

Nuisances  or  defects  remedied  2 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  various  types  of  sanitary 
convenience  existing  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


No.  of  houses  served  by  waste  water  closets  ...  ...  142 

No.  of  houses  served  by  hand-flushed  water  closets  86 

No.  of  houses  and  premises  served  by  privies  (93)  ...  77 

No.  of  houses  and  premises  served  by  pail  closets  (73)  ...  64 

No.  of  houses  and  premises  served  by  ash  pits  (2)  ...  2 

Particulars  of  conversions  made  during  the  year  : — 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  ...  ...  2 

Waste  water  closets  converted  to  flushed  water  closets  ...  12 

Hand-flushed  closets  provided  with  cisterns  ...  ...  1 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets  ...  — 


Cesspools  abolished  and  drains  connected  direct  to  public 

sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Standard  dustbins  replaced  or  provided  through  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding  new  houses  erected)  ...  ...  2,249 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


Services  : 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cleansing  services  performed 
during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1957  : — 

Refuse  Collection  : — 

Number  of  houses  and  other  premises  receiving 


regular  refuse  collection  service  ...  ...  24,369 

Number  of  premises  receiving  special  trade  refuse 

collection  service  ...  ...  ...  ...  670 

Average  number  of  ashbins  cleansed  per  week  . . .  23,450 

Number  of  separate  Waste  Food  Bins  in  use  ...  104 

Average  number  of  privies  cleansed  per  week  70 

Average  number  of  pail  closets  cleansed  per  week  ...  71 
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Number  of  cesspools  cleansed  during  the 
(excluding  work  undertaken  outside  the  area) 

Total  refuse  collected— Dry  (estimated) 

Salvage  (estimated) 

Wet  (estimated) 


year 

58 

21,300  tons 
950  tons 
510  tons 


Weight  collected  per  1,000  population  per  day 

(Dry  refuse  and  salvage)  ...  ...  16  cwts. 

Refuse  Disposal  :■ — 

Total  estimated  refuse  dealt  with  at  Destructor 
Plant  or  Tips  (excluding  wet  refuse,  or  covering 
material)  ...  ...  ...  ...  23,500  tons 

(Incineration  4%,  Tipped  96%.) 


During  the  year  two  disused  water-filled  marlholes  were 
acquired,  the  water  pumped  out  and  a  roadway  constructed  into 
the  base  of  one  for  the  reception  of  over  85%  of  the  total  refuse 
collected  in  the  Borough.  Capital  expenditure  on  purchase  of  this 
ten  acre  site,  together  with  preparatory  work  of  emptying,  con¬ 
struction  of  roads,  workmen’s  hut  and  fencing  will  cost  £2,500. 
Estimated  use  for  town’s  refuse  disposal  is  10  years,  thereafter  the 
sites  will  be  levelled,  covered  and  used  for  industrial  development. 


STREET  CLEANSING. 

Mileage  :  Trunk  Road  (4-36  miles),  County  Roads  (30-68  miles), 
District  Roads  (60-21  miles),  Unadopted  Roads  (20-39  miles).  Total 


115-64  miles. 

Mileage  of  Streets  cleansed  :  95-25. 

Frequency  of  Cleansing. 

(a)  At  least  once  daily  ...  ...  ...  1-05% 

(b)  Three  to  five  times  weekly  ...  ...  3-25% 

(c)  Twice  weekly  ...  ...  ...  7-50% 

(d)  Once  weekly  ...  ...  ...  65-46% 

.(e)  Less  than  once  weekly  ...  ...  22-74% 

Number  of  Street  Gullies  : —  6,148. 


Number  of  Gully  Cleansings  during  year  : —  30,687. 

The  Staff  employed  in  these  services  is  as  follows  : — 

Average 

Refuse  collection  and  salvage  ...  ...  ...  76 

Refuse  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Street  cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  is  one  cleansing  foreman,  a 
foreman  mechanic  and  three  mechanics  for  vehicle  maintenance. 
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Hmn 


Water-filled 


Marlhole,  Crackley,  July 


1956 
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Marlhole,  Crackley,  December,  1956,  after  draining, 
with  controlled  tipping  in  progress. 


Costs  : — 


The  following  figures  show  the  estimated  total  cost  for  all 
services,  with  salvage  income  shown  separately. 


Net  Expenditure — 

Refuse  Collection  £43,229 

Refuse  Disposal  £5,042 

(Salvage  Income  £6,659). 

£48.271 

Street  Cleansing  (all  roads)  £135099 

Gully  Cleansing  £2,643 

Snow  Removal  £58 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  : 

The  following  conveniences  are  maintained  and  supervised  : — 
Newcastle  : — 

Pepper  Street  (Males  and  Females) 

Marsh  Street  (Males  and  Females) 

Liverpool  Road  Urinal 

Wolstanton  : — 

High  Street  (Males  and  Females) 

Bradwell  Lane  (Males  and  Females) 

Jubilee  Road  Urinal 

Silverdale  : — 

Crown  Street  (Males) 

Knutton  : — 

Cross  Roads  Urinal 

Chesterton  : — 

Victoria  Street  (Males) 

Dragon  Square  (Males  and  Females) 

Nett  Cost  of  Services  —  £4,865. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 


One  full-time  and  two  part-time  operators  are  employed  to 
undertake  treatment  on  all  Council  and  Private  properties  and  to 
give  advice  generally  following  receipt  of  complaint.  In  addition, 
systematic  treatment  is  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  50  annual 
contracts  with  traders  affecting  factory  and  business  premises. 

Sewer  maintenance  treatments  carried  out  during  September 
and  April  with  an  operating  squad  consisting  of  an  inspector,  a 
rodent  operator,  two  sewer  men  and  the  use  of  a  van.  A  total  of 
742  sewer  manholes  were  inspected  and  of  these  710  were  baited 
and  169  showed  pre-bait  takes.  The  evidence  as  shown  from  the 
number  of  takes,  is  that  infestation  is  limited  to  local  areas,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  older  type  of  sewers. 

3,020  visits  were  made  by  the  operators  and  the  number  of 
rats  destroyed  was — 

(a)  Caught  and  Trapped  346.  (b)  Estimated  by  baits  1,477. 

The  rodent  problem  in  the  Borough  is  now  mainly  reduced  to 
minor  scattered  infestation  and  the  maintenance  treatments  of 
sewers,  together  with  block  control  measures  has  kept  the  centre 
district  of  the  town  comparatively  free  from  rats.  The  scattered 
infestations  referred  to  are  usually  associated  with  domestic  poultry 
or  pig-keeping. 

The  refuse  disposal  tips  receive  regular  attention  and  give  very 
little  trouble. 

The  two  methods  of  rat  destruction  employed  are  gassing  and 
poisoning.  The  poisons  and  baits  used  are  those  approved  by  the 
Ministry  which  include  :  oatmeal,  sausage  rusk,  zinc  phosphide, 
warfarin,  red  squills,  arsenic,  antu,  tracking  dust  and  cymag  gas. 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  table  included  in  the  annual 
return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  : — 


Type  of  Property 

Non- Agricultural 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Local 

Dwelling 

All  other 

Total  of 

Agri- 

Author- 

houses 

(includ’g 

Cols  (1) 

cultural 

ity 

(in.  C’ncil 

business 

(2)  &  (3) 

houses) 

premises) 

I.  Number  of  properties 

in  Local  Authority’s  District 

85 

22,109 

2,407 

24,601 

55 

II.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of : 

Notification 

16 

136 

36 

188 

2 

Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

visited  primarily  for  some 
other  purpose) 

22 

150 

20 

192 

5 

III.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Section  II) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  : 

/a\  Rats  1  MaJ°r 
(a)  Kats  ^  Minor 

2 

8 

83 

2 

22 

4 

113 

1 

1 

(bl  Mice  -  MaJor 
iviice  (Minor 

8 

42 

29 

79 

— - 

IV.  Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  (in  Section  III)  treated 
by  the  L.A.  (Figures  should 
NOT  exceed  those  given 
at  Section  III) 

18 

125 

53 

196 

2 

V.  Total  treatments  carried 
out  including  re-treatments 

20 

146 

160 

326 

2 

The  gross  expenditure  of  rodent  control  during  the  year  was  ^740 


Vermin  Infestation. 

In  addition  to  the  service  for  rats  and  mice  destruction,  the 
Department  gives  advice  on  methods  to  eradicate  most  known 
insects  found  in  and  about  dwellings  and  other  premises. 

Where  a  house  from  which  a  tenant  is  to  be  re-housed  in  a 
Council  house  is  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin,  the  house  and 
furniture,  etc.,  are  disinfected  before  removal  takes  place. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLU IJON 


Smoke  Deposits  in  tons  per  square  mile 

Smoke  Deposited  Matter 


. . . 11 . 1  PtrrterLp  House 

—  f'ltf  Tt^NU'ry  HosPrrac, 

~ - -  Roe  Lfrtlm  PLMim  FiBL$$ 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Sulphur  Dioxide  Deposits 

(expressed  as  MG/SO3  /  Day  /  100  sq.  cm.  of  Batch  ‘A’  Lead  Peroxide 

exposed  under  a  louvered  cover) 

■  956 


~i - i — 

Ffca  m  & 


M/* TSftNrry  CHITS X& 

Rc?g  PlfiyiN 4 


**.****<• 
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Table  1-CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

MALES 

FEMALES 

All 

Causes 

446 

378 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

9 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— . 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  . 

25 

17 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

23 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— ■ 

12 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

50 

37 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

5 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

51 

75 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

74 

41 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20 

12 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

44 

59 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

17 

21 

22. 

Influenza 

•  • 

1 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

18 

12 

24. 

Bronchitis 

28 

11 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

13 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

- — 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

,  , 

— 

9 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

8 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33 

33 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

9 

11 

35. 

Suicide 

6 

6 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

— 

Table  2 — Eood  Poisoning 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  regarding  cases  of 
food  poisoning  which  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  : 


Identified  Organisms 

Unidentified  Organisms 

Outbreaks 

No,  of 
Cases 

Single 

Cases 

Outbreaks 

No.  of 
Cases 

Single 

Cases 

1 

16 

4 

1 

4 

Nil 

The  foods  involved  in  these  outbreaks  were  : — 

Pork  Pies  in  the  case  of  16  persons,  and  in  8  cases  the  food 
carrying  the  infection  was  not  traced. 

32 


Table  3. — Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  1956 

(Civilians  only) 


Total  Cases  Notified 

AT  ALL  AGES 
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